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The Railroad Resuscitation

Eiichi AOKI*
Fuyuhiko OKABE***
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Shigeru MORICHI****Jiro YOKOTA*****

Japanese railroads were originally built not only as a means of transport, but also
as the fulfillment of a dream embodying the modernization of Japan and the high
technology of industry. In fact, the railroads project an image of romanticism or

nostalgia in many people.

This magazine symposium sets out to discover the process behind the development
of railroads peculiar to Japan by tracing the origin of the romanticism which the
people of today attach to railroads. The symposium will also look into the latest
measures and the latest techniques for the regeneration of railroads through an
attempt to fulfill the diverse needs of railroad users by a number of localized rail-
roads, not as one standardized nationwide railroad network. We will also analyze the
tough social environment that surrounds Japan'’s railroads today.

By doing this, the symposium will make a proposal on what role the railroads
should play in transport in the Twenty-First Century, and will try and demonstrate

what we can expect from the railroads.
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