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Transport and the Urban Life Cycle
Hiroyuki YAMADA*

The relationship between the growth and decline of urban area and the progress of
transport is an interesting and important theme. In this report, we shall look closely
into this theme by dealing with the theory of the life cycle. By starting with the
product life cycle theory used in marketing, we shall be able to understand the life
cycle of products in a spatial context. Then by examining the urban life cycle and the
life cycle of the various means of transport, we shall be able to understand the basic
life cycle of urban area. Finally, by focusing on the 4-stage theory of urbanization by
L. H. Klaassen, we shall endeavor to understand the true meaning of the urban life

cycle.
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Transformation of the life cycle pattern
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