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History and Current Conditions of Countermeasures to Commuter Congestion

Increasing Rail Transport Capabilities in the Tokyo Region

- Results and Outlook for the Future

Tetsuo NOZAKI*

Rush hour congestion on Tokyo’s rail system is very severe when compared with the
situation in other large cities in the advanced world. The basis for this situation is the
structure of the city, an unprecedented concentration of work destinations at the core,
together with an expanding urban sprawl. Those in the railroad industry have to cope
with the problem by means of mass, high speed commuter facilities, and are executing
various policies to increase transport capabilities. This report examines the history of
their efforts and prospects for the future, with special attention to problems concern-
ing plans to establish the New Joban Line.
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Changes in the congestion rate following the opening of the Saikyo Line
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