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Thoughts on the Design of Public Transport
Namiki OKA* Yasutaka SUGE**
Hideaki HAYASHI*** Yoshio TSUKIO****

The question of the design of public transport is not simply limited to the design of
different vehicles. It must be a total all-encompassing design which includes all of the
facilities which are related to the operation of transport vehicles, and allows a large
number of people to use transport facilities safely and conveniently. Without this
concept, design is reduced simply to a mere orm of decoration which is carried out
during the final stages of development. In Japan, we have tended to ignore this point
in the design of public transport, and have been subjected to much criticism as a result.
What sorts of results, then, have been achieved in this realm in the West ? What are
the underlying concepts that have been utilized ? Discussios was held on these points
and others in order to determine what ought to be done to realize a better design for
transport in Japan.
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