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Sign System for Public Transportation
——Sign System of the Eidan Underground——
Nagayo FUJIOKA*

Active renovation of the subway system in Tokyo got underway in 1951, and a
network of routes was created all over the city. The internal structure of stations was
expanded and the increased number of lines allowed for more choice in routes and
changeover points. This resulted in a need to formulate a system to provide easier
guidance to travellers. The Eidan Underground undertook just such a proiect in 1972,
employing a specialized team of experts to do so. The present passenger guidance
system was developed by this team. I would like to explain the background to our
guidance system comparing it with the one in Europe and talk about the key factors

to building a better system.
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The entrance to Asakusa Underground
station (1937)
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Sign giving directions to passengers
(Kasumigaseki station)
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Destination sign board using liquid crystal
(Ginza 1-chome)
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1) Weiterentwicklung der ortsfesten Fahrgastin-
formation im Hamburger Schnellbahnnetz, Son-
derdruck aus Verkehr und Technik Heft,
November 1979
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