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Travel Behaviour of the Urban Poor and Its Implications on the Urban
Transport Policy of Developing Country
Katsutoshi OHTA*

In a large number of cases, urban transpor policy in developing countries deals
mainly with road congestion. However, because there is a big gap between the rich
and the poor and because there are a large number of people in the impoverished
strata, I believe that such policies should also consider the perspectives of the urban
poor. If we analyze the characteristics of the travel behavior of the urban poor of
various areas, there is very little moving about on their part outside of essential
travel, and yet time and physical burden as well as the economic burden imposed by
travel are large, which places restrictions on their mobility. Therefore, travel policy
should grasp the travel needs of the urban poor such as job access, and should turn its
attention to the transportation environment including such means as walking, bicycl-
ing, and paratransit.
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Residence area and nature of trip (Kuala Lumpur)
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