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The Outcome of the Hong Kong Government’s on Road Testing of
Electronic Road Pricing
Michael J. CLANCY*

This paper follows up an earlier IATSS paper on the Hong Kong Electronic Road
Pricing Pilot Scheme (IATSS Review,June 1984 Edition). Hong Kong is the first city
in the world to test on its roads an electronic method of road pricing to control its
congestion. This paper reports on the successful installation and performance of the
equipment in compiling accurate ‘mock’ bills based on the road usage of about 2,600
vehicles. It also reports on the transport forecasts which suggested that electronic
road pricing could influence sufficient motorists to change their time or mode of

travel and yield substantial economic benefits.
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Diagrammatic illustration of the Hong Kong
electronic road pricing pilot scheme
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Map of the central district of Hong Kong showing toll sites installed for the pilot scheme
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A car automatically photographed at a toll
site with closed circuit television cameras
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The mini computers used for processing information from the 18 pilot scheme toll sites
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Forecast change in weekday car trips in 1991 resulting from ERP or car ownership restraints
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