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Gender of Cities
——A Measure of Character of Cities——
Tsuna SASAKI

The concept of gender may be be applied to the classification of city character.
When we hear the name of a city, it remains us of either masculine or feminine image
for the city. For an example, Kyoto and Osaka will impress us the feminine and the
masculine images, respectively. Scientific explanation may be difficult and the
unconscious part of our psyche may have an important role for the interpretation of
this feeling. It seems to be similar to the gender of nouns in German and French.
Though there is no gender of nouns in Japanese, we, Japanese, may recognize the
sexual distinction for the each objective. If we recognize the score of fem. or masc.
for the each facility on the city map, we will be able to assess the total score of
sexuality for the city. The measure would be available for the land use planing and
the design of view in the city.
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Hierarchical structure of fem. and masc.

Fig. 1
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