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Maritime Transportation and Prayers for Safe Voyage
Reijiro SHIOBARA*

This paper presents an analysis of the actual patterns in prayers for safe voyage for
Japanese, as well as foreign ships (those ships belonging to Christian countries). In
particular, the study focuses on Kompirasama (The guardian deity for seafarers)
and the Sumiyoshi Shrine as objects of prayer for Japanese sailors, on the one hand,
and on the origin of the roles of angeles and saints who serve as intermediaries in
relation to God for Christian sailors, on the other. It is shown also that as an island
nation, the history of Japan has been closely bound up with the prayers for safe

voyage. And while Japan has achieved a remarkable record in improving the safety
of maritime transportation, there are still great hazards that are involved in it. For
that reason, there is no reason to expect the importance of the prayers for safety to

decline in the future years.
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