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The Development of Transporation and Changes Undergone in Temple Towns
Tadayoshi SUZUKI*

A temple town originated when people gathered around a religious order which was
the object of their faith and worship, and then grew within and outside of a temple or
shrine.

Both the function and scale of temple towns undergo changes along with overall
towns go through processes in which their functions are purified, or in which they
come under the substantial impact of the development of an economic society.

This essay aims at clarifying the structural changes of temple towns within the
overall process of the industrialization and modernization of Japan, especially within
the context of the relationship between the changing means of transportation, on the
one hand, and sight-seeing and tourism which has become assimilated with the
changing life-style of the Japanese people, on the other. In the concluding section, the
author discussed the future of temple towns, and the roles that they are likely to play.
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