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Culinary Culture and Traffic Civilization
Shigeru OTSUKA*

Traffic transfers men and materials as well as civilizations and cultures, It is not
only a mode of transfer of things from a place to another, but at the same time that
of elapsing of time, Most food materials therefore in the duration of transportation
lose freshness and spoil rapidly, Thus the transfer of the cultures of the four major
areas of the independent culinary cultures(Chinese, Indian, Arab-Turk and European
cultures) had not been extensive, Through the Silk Road and accompanying coastal
navigations, partial transportation of goods were attained to a limited extent,

Since the start of the age of “Geographical Exploration”, the four culinary cultures
started to mix with each other. The development of aerial navigations, high speed
transportation and development of the “Cold chain”, the transfer of the culinary
cultures has been greatly accelerated, However, the eating customs are the most
conservative temperament of men, and it is hardly expected that eating cultures of

the world would be united in the near future,
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Four major areas of culinary cultures and
the eating characteristics.
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