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Tunnels and Traffic Accidents on Expressways
Yo MATSUBARA*

The traffic accident rates in the tunnels on expressways are almost the same as those
outside of the tunnels. However, the casualties rates are high and serious accidents
often occur accompanied with fires in the tunnels. As a result of researches on the
tunnels which are more than 1,000 meters long and the sections before and behind them,
in terms of sections, the accidents that occurred immediately after entering and in
terms of accident patterns, rear end collision accidents are outstanding. These
phenomena seem to be deeply concerned with the characteristics of the traffic flow and

the highway environment in and near the tunnels.
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Traffic accident occuring conditions in tunnels
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Traffic accident occuring conditions by types (by sections)
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and No. 2 and Tennozan Tunnels on Meishin Expressway
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