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Public Transport in a Motorized Society
G.J.Roth *

In considering the role of public transport in a motorized society, the paper starts
from the proposition that the travel characteristic most sought after in urban areas is
door-to-door speed. It points out that the success in the 19th century of urban rail
systems was due to their superior speed, which enabled large catchment areas to be
absorbed by growing cities. In the 20th century, it is the high door-to-door speed that
the private car offers for journeys in cities that gives it the edge over the fixed route
public transport services. The paper suggests that, on the basis of evidence from
many countries, high-quality, high-speed public transport can be offered by shared

taxis, minibuses and similar modes that are called Informal Public Transport.
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