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Earthquake and Transport
Masahiko KATAKURA*

Prevention of earthquake disaster as well as traffic problems is one of the biggest
challenges facing large cities. Modern cities depend on many kinds of public utility
systems such as electricity, gas, water, sewerage and transportation. Since these
systems are related to each other, there is a possibility that earthquake disaster may
spread like a chain reaction with complex disaster breaking down all these city
functions. Therefore, to prevent these indirect earthquake damages from spreading, a
plan of disaster prevention adjusted to each system is required. In particular, it is very
important to make appropriate plans for the restoration of cities. In this case, road
traffic fulfills the function of substitution of other systems and an important and

fundamental role.
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