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Pedestrian Street and Traffic Safety
Takahiro MURATA*

The aims of pedestrian street schemes, which have been made through the 1970’s in
city centers and residential areas of the advanced countries as well as of Japan, were the
improvement of traffic safety and environmental quality. Here the author would like to
discuss the significance of pedestrian streets for traffic safety. Reference is made to
relationship between trends of motorization and traffic accidents in order to explain the
author’s point of view about traffic safety, and to demonstrate that more the behaviour
of traffic participants, especially vehicle drivers, is adequately adjusted to their environ-
ments, the more improved is road traffic safety. Pedestrian streets, originally schemed
for segregation of pedestrian and vehicle, have proved to be the places for vehicle drivers
to train to behave spontaneously adjusting themselves to the environment, which is the’
most important contribution of pedestrian streets for traffic safety.
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