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Traffic Systems and Facilities for the Handicapped
— Problems and Improvements —
Chieko AKIYAMA™ Namiki OKA**
Shigenori KINOSHITA*** Daisaku TAJIMA™****

Traffic systems for the handicapped in Japan have been improved recently and Japan
is now in the van of the world in this field when we only look at the external form of
the improvements. However, when we view closely each policy on the traffic sys-
tems for the handicapped, these facilities have no regard for the users themselves. There-
fore, even though there are many facilities, they were not put to good use. In this dis-
cussion, we pointed out that there are all sorts of misunderstandings and biased views
caused by lack of full communication between healthy people and the handicapped.
There are also evils caused by overprotective attendance to the handicapped. The
fundamental problems of traffic systems for the handicapped can only be solved when
we understand the viewpoints of the handicapped and make opportunities to commune
with the handicapped through education from infancy.
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