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A Study on Skidmarks for Road Accident Investigation
— Classification of Skidmarks —
Akira KAWAKAMI*

Skidmarks of tires left at the sight of road accidents have many kinds of patterns and
give much information about the accident. However, the skidmarks presently utilized
for road accident investigation are mainly those measuring the length of skidmarks in a
straight line determining data on car speed. Investigation of car movements and the tire
conditions are not often taken into consideration when investigating road accidents.

Considering these points, I will classify the skidmarks obtained from the scene of the
accident or from laboratory tests, and describe each of their distinguishing characteristics.
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