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Automobile Traffic and Preservation of Environment at Tourist Spots

Ikuo MITA*® Kenji MINAMI**

Traveling with automobile for recreational purposes has amazingly increased, whereas
railway traveling has decreased in inverse propotion. When we look at the percentages of
vacation trips of several days, in 1964, almost 3/4 of them used railways and only 10
percent used private cars. (Those surveyed were allowed to check both entries) In 1978,
although railways users had become less than 50 percent, private car users had increased
up to 40 percent. This increase of private car user which covers almost 2/3 of one-day-
trip are particularly remarkable.

Due to this growth of motorization, it becomes possible to move about freely,
irrespective of age, sex, and physical strength and it has greatly influenced Japanese
recreational activities. However, the development of most of the tourist spots fell
behind to meet the changes of the conditions in motorization. This increase in number
of cars going into tourist spots exert a bad influence and it is apparently becoming a
serious social problem.

We should note that an enormous volume of car traffic brought many kinds of
effects, i.e., in the first stage, heavey traffic, noise and exhaust gas, and in the second
stage, a much wider influence on society. Therefore, in this report, I will take a broader

view and describe automobile traffic problems at tourist spots.
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Diagram of factors influencing the environment
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Traffic congestion on holidays (Koshuu-Kaido)
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