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Coping with Traffic Pollution Being Caused by Big Trucks
Saburo KATO*

In recent years, traffic pollution problems being caused by big trucks have become
one of the most serious and difficult types of pollution, and therefore the need to miti-
gate such problems is urgent. Trucks being the most important means of goods transport
in Japan, they are put into use regardless of time of operation, even in midnight or early
morning, thus causing a variety of intolerable nuisance such as disturbance in sleep on
the part of near-by residents. Under such circumstances, the Environment Agency
recently formed a special committee and started a thorough investigation to the worsen-
ing situation. This article is aimed at discussing some of the major environmental issues
such as the characteristics of big truck problems and current state of the problems
together with the introduction of major conclusions and recommendations of the studies

already conducted in the Environment Agency.
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