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Prospects for Solution of the Metro-Manila Urban Transport Problem

C.T. Valbuena®

From a definition of the urban transport problem of Metro-Manila — loosely control-
led development and uncontrollable growth of mobility — a proper perspective must be
sought to evaluate proposed solutions. An understanding of the areas economic role,
population density, income distribution, trip-making characteristics, public transport
system operation, as well as the governing body and its financial capability leads to solu-
tion statements of:

a. government incentives to private industry to locate near low-income areas;

b. government control of car-ownership, with complementary efforts at seek-

ing export markets for locally manufactured cars;

c. provision of parking facilities for existing car population; area pricing;

d. satisfying minimum standards of service or expectation of commuters in

providing expensive public transport systems; and

e. reducing road-building activities in inner urban area to a minimum.

The above process of evaluating solutions is emphasized rather than the usual tend-
ency to apply foreign-tested schemes and technologies.
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