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Transportation in Sri Lanka

— Its Present Conditions and Problems and Future Perspectives —
Earle WANIGESEKERA*

For its size Sri Lanka has an extensive internal transportation network of roads,
railways and canals, largely inherited from colonial times. Persons and goods are princi-
pally transported by road and rail with a heavy bias towards the former. As against
1,600 rail kilometers there are 22,500 kilometers of motorable roadway. Of the
230,000 motor vehicles more than half are automobiles. Public passenger transport is
handled almost exclusively by two State Corporations — the Transport Board and the
Railway — which operate at a loss owing to increased costs unrelieved by low fares.

The major problems confronting transportation are inadequate road infrastructure,
steady deterioration of energy resources, imbalance in consumption of space and energy
as between private and public passenger transport and politically-motivated transport
policies. Future solutions point to use of electricity for propulsive energy, preference
for rail and canal transport to road transport and restrictions on the use of private
vehicles.
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Table 1 ﬁi&m-’ﬂ%ﬂl:}sl?6&%@50)"7)11&5&(196571979)
Increase in road mileage during the last 15

years P = fn
H OB E O
F HEHE & | M pniE &
A B C D E
1965| 1997 2872 4052 3014 603 12,538 =
1971 2201 3100 4488 2972 590 | 13,351 813
1975| 2221 3239 5749 4395 881 16,485 | 3134
1979| 2427 3026 6321 4854 582 17,210 725

F) 1=40=1.6093km GHEEEREHZL )

Road classification-December 1979(Department of Highways)
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Wb, BEEEAETAEL— TR, b Ty 2B%ED
= oL
41 HEHH Table 3 BBIERARR(1950~ 1979%)
1979F- 0N 12, 2 1) 5 Motor vehicle statistics for selected years(1959-1979)in(1000)aﬁ-ﬁ
10004
> BE RS E R =
6,387%4 3% L 72, Table3 - 1959 1960 1964 1971 1977 1979
111960 ~774 12 27 THBY BEXARAELVU Y2 — 74.7 82.6 82.6 88.3 97.0 116.4
HEH (A —F 42Kk <)
DHEMIEIWERH»TH- 72 KR 6.0 6.2 7.7 1.2 14.1 17.4
H. ZNDI%K19T8 ~T9HE I &
SR A - 7 Tk A PSSy, NoE 23.2 24.9 271.2 34.9 36.9 49.2
LTw3d, szl _
b5 9— 1.8 0.8 1.0 14.5 22.5 30.4

67,0005 2 2D IZ1T4 L
RS RDIR L, E 512 FL—5-— 15 1.7 2.2 10.0 12.7 6.7
47,0005 2 2123 b
EAR T S R it 107.2 116.2 120.7 158.9 183.2 230. 1
L2k b, (AT L))
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Table 4 131958 ~76 F DM DA WY EiF TR
PN ZGEATICET 2 24 v s LBRMETTH D .
Table 5 135 L # L 11977 ~79412 D T DEAT -
BT — 5 Thd, ZHD5, 1958 ~694F 12 (24HY
DEBHFEIT N, 1974FICFE > UK HE R - 72
ZErbhrb, ZIZI9T4FENE 1 B HOREME L

Table 4 4 O XBERICL ZEBTH XK R (1958~1975%F)
Operational statistics of the Ceylon
transport board for selected years (1958-1975)

- "BAZA ML RREFT | BFAR .
Nz ® % 240/B | % /8

1958 102 3,003 115 2,318 49
1961 121 3,412 133 2,489 61
1965 160 5,040 145 3,019 80
1967 209 6,319 157 3,642 98
1969 221 7,267 157 3,861 107
1970 2317 7,445 153 4,249 108
1972 270 8,698 154 4,799 107
1974 235 7,905 149 4,302 93
1975 246 8,315 151 4,469 98

(F) 1=1{L=1.6003% (£ 1 o guhyd~)

Table 5 1977~1979F(I2H (13X S AT BRDEE «
B ISR

Operational and financial performance of the
Sri Lanka transport boards for the years

1977-79
¥ B 1977 % 1978 % 19794
FEER(kn) 510,942 547,613 592,460
RKAER 126,695 92,012 126,270
B HNE & 15,228 21,085 18,280
#HAER 387,402 434,667 463,560
&t 402,629 455,751 481,840
XK
SNAERB(E) 7,636 7,629 7,229
BB AERM(E) 5,231 5,925 6,090
TH)REER(FO/B) 241 245 245
® & ¥£(%) 7.7 72.3 75.3
WEAF¥O(EAAFO) | 15,305.7 17,563.4 | 19,255.69
BBRR(BEAILE—)
-t 10N 757,669 939,336 | 1,099,100
FEERRA 15,690 111,078 18,460
& & 773,359 1,050,414 | 1,117,560
HRRA 815,807 1,106,148 | 1,307,810
- | 42,448 55,734 190,250
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Table 6 1£1971 ~784F 7 E4TH AT & KR 2R
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F£DIT0H LV E—b 51978F D6180 T L & —~ L
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4 v EE PGB RS BRI 0 A5 5
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Table 6 4 0rEHKEDEES & UMBER
(1971~1978%)
Operational and financial statistics of the
Ceylon Government Railway for selected
years from 1971 to 1978

(28)

-] Z] 19715 | 19745 | 1976% | 1978%

wE(BHA)

— MR 32.5 29.1 | 28.8 36. 1

ERHIRE 49.2 40.6 | 42.6 43.4
HEAFO(EAAFA)

— R RE 1574.1 1765.5 | 1879.8 | 2488.1

ERIHIRE 1200.9 | 1013.5 | 1126.2 | 1220.1
RE R (FHE-)

— AR E 46.6 84.8 90.8 122.5

ERI IR E 15.2 24.8 23.7 26.5
BEE (ER ) 1.7 1.9 1.5 1.9
KW~ +0(@E5b%) | 203.8 | 192.8 169.7 150.6
WEERA (BHLE-) 5.9 63.0 56.6 63.5
RMJEET+0 (BH*R) 3.32 3.54 3.22 2.98
SHWEBRA (Brre-) | 116.3 | 186.2 198.1 239.5
SEHEERA (FHE-) 147.0 | 228.2 256.9 301.3
ERABM(A) - 23,493 | 25,313 | 26,300
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Fig. 2 AV HRBEETRBEOLLER
Comparison of gallonage consumed
and mileage operated
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Table 7 RPRTBEBE LV M o0 EEKEDSELLH (1974~ 1978%F)
Comparative performance of the Central Transport Board and the Ceylon Government Railway for the

period 1974-1978

f R X HER 4 o ER&%E

HE F| 1914 1975 1976 1978 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978
WEATAVEEE % —14.2 +5.2 +10.1 +13.9 ~15.8 +3.1 +4.9 — 7.1 | +37.2%
SERTALREE% - 6.4 +4.9 + 1.4 +13.2 | —13.9 —1.1 -5.7 —16.2 n.a.
WEATA /A 595 616 667 770 129 131 136 124 167
ﬂg(woammw +19,882 | +21,263 | —12,705 | —42,448 | —55,734 | —88,144 | —99,935 | —130,470 | — 166,154 | — 157,957
LERTAAH-VDRE (Le-) - - 0.05 0.20 12.85 14.42 19.96 30.35 n.a.
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