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Traffic Problems in Peninsular Malaysia
Zaidan H. OTHMAN*

Roads in Peninsular Malaysia are classified into Federal, State and Municipal Roads.
Federal Route I, Federal Route II and Federal Route III form the backbone of the over-
all road network in Peninsular Malaysia and serve principally the inter-urban traffic.
Federal Route I runs in a north-south direction from the Thai Border at Bukit Kayu
Hitam to the Johor Baru/Singapore causeway and has been designated as the Asian
Highway Route A2. This highway has already reached its capacity in a few sections
while in several of the remaining sections is fast approaching its capacity due to the
considerable increase in vehicle ownership which is at about 12% per annum. In order
to relieve the traffic congestion of the Federal Route I in particular and the whole net-
work system in general, the Government has embarked on the implementation of the
Inter-Urban Toll Expressway running north-south, a distance of about 490 miles and a
short stretch from west-east, a distance of about 70 miles to cater principally for the fast
and uninterrupted through town traffic flow.

While the inter-urban traffic is receiving attention, projects for improvement to urban
transport are under implementation in the Capital City of Kuala Lumpur. Unlike the
inter-urban highway the urban transport projects are aimed at encouraging the use of
public transport and discouraging the uneconomic use of private vehicles. The target date
for completion of the inter-urban projects is 1986, whereas the KL Urban Transport
Project is expected to be completed hopefully by 1982.
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Table 1 ZL—70¥BHICE 2 HERRNE L0
ERIGIERRL (B 2 10)
Road network by pavement type and
responsible authority peninsular
Malaysia (in miles)
WEIR
F SRE | PAHE XHEE ) &t
1971 9,435 |,105 416 10,956
1972 9,209 1,056 464 11,229
1973 9,904 990 525 11,419
1974 10,231 1,082 579 11,892
1975 10,525 1,109 547 12,181
1976 10,745 1,359 663 12,767
1977 10,994 1,517 647 13,158
EFREEHK
F R aE | M B | ET AT & Bt
1971 3,135 7,161 660 10,956
1972 3,166 7,371 692 11,229
1973 3,208 7,500 71 1,419
1974 3,308 7,859 725 1,892
1975 3,322 7,894 965 12,181
1976 3,463 8,339 965 12,767
1977 3,471 8,688 999 13,158
BERI55% 9 A
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Table 2 L= 7O0XBHICHE I AHEZHLEK
Motor vehicles registration-peninsular Malaysia

NY T ARV

N AL I S P A S A A A A TS e I SN
1970 350,049 231,539 6,715 5,932 55,823 12,255 12 6,869 669,294
1971 389,133 253,491 7,179 6,447 60,543 13,878 198 8,296 739, 165
1972 435,334 279,300 7,256 6,839 64,979 15,676 171 9,102 818,657
1973 507,096 316,894 7,394 7,274 72,164 18,658 168 10,303 939,951
1974 611,822 357,910 7,988 7,733 81,584 21,679 212 11,352 | 1,100,280
1975 722,309 398,014 9,004 8,688 92,207 24,524 235 12,138 | 1,267,119
1976 830,834 436,939 10,116 9,735 101,620 27,236 316 13,059 | 1,429,855
1977 951,080 491,933 10,907 10,545 112,025 30,609 378 13,794 | 1,621,271
1978 1,077,874 554,750 11,594 11,596 122,520 34,698 464 14,624 | 1,828,120
1979 1,183,391 595,600 12,304 12,094 131,723 38,578 465 15,506 | 1,989,391

FHREE

1970,/ 1975 15.6 1.4 6.1 7.9 10.6 14.9 16.0 12.1 13.6
(%)

EHREE

197571979 13.1 10.6 7.5 8.6 9.3 12.0 18.6 6.3 1.9
(%)

EHRRE

1970,/ 1979 14.5 1.1 6.7 8.2 10.0 13.6 17.1 9.5 12.9
(%)

Table 3 EFE1, 2, 3SHBICH T3 ENEIEFIMAL L (19785 )

Percentage traffic composition on route 1, 2, 3 (1978) (%)

® i BEFRAEAE MBI LE&ELSv Y
LU LU LU XBFFv 2 % x F—bsq
BiRB y0— I KB
I 5 #® 51.3 7.4 10.9 5.9 3.7 20.8
2 B 8 52.6 7.0 8.5 6.0 3.8 22.1
3 2 8 46.7 9.7 6.6 6.7 2.7 27.6
Table 4 EFE1, 2, 3SRCEIIXBRBORRLBALERERD IS DOFH NS

Percentage length of road year capacity reached (%)

- LR 1976 — 1980 1981 — 1985 1986 — 1990 1991 £ LU B8
I 5 ® 7.32 48.25 28.21 16.22

2 58 17.23 19.37 49.08 14.31

3 58K 13.59 34.55 22.14 29.72

Table 5 ZL—L7OEBIHICH T2 ERTBERREDHBS (1971 —1978%F)

Road accidents peninsular Malaysia 1971—1978

W £ e T @ % & % ] % S
-3 A =] BB = NDEBHE

% & & & H BRAEH A E % I
1971 9,384,494 739, 165 26,025 16,847 |,548 1,392 6,392
1972 9,628,492 818,657 34,944 22,151 1,712 1,674 8,378
1973 9,878,832 939,951 45,916 29,286 1,922 2,504 12,176
1974 10,135,682 1,100,280 39,056 24,581 2,303 2,124 10,285
1975 10,399,209 1,267,119 75,653 48,233 2,317 3,086 14,843
1976 10,669,589 1,429,855 80,985 48,291 2,405 3,467 14,337
1977 10,946,998 1,621,271 86,683 54,222 2,512 3,805 14,760
1978 11,231,620 1,828,120 - 56,021 2,561 3,883 15,215

Es@sc ey 4 Vol.6,No. 3 (14) BAFI554E 9 H
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