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Traffic Courts — An Overview and Problems Encountered
Tatsumi MOTOI*

The Automobile Accident Compensation Security Act of Japan has created a new
legal concept of “individuals operating vehicles for their personal use” (vehicle opera-
tors). Along with the application and introduction of an insurance system paying out
against the injured’s claims through compulsory subscription to liability insurance
polices, with a weighting of contributory negligence taking into consideration a partial
transfer of responsibility to the injured upon corraborated testimony, and partial exemp-
tion for vehicle operators, a giant step forward has been made in the system of auto-
mobile accident damages relief for the injured.

As there is a gradual trend toward paying-out increased damages, the reinforcing and
beefing-up of services will mean such things as premium increases, improvement of
emergency medical facilities and rehabilitation facilities for the surviving handicapped.
These problems cannot merely be solved with money resources, consideration should
also be given to how those injured from automobile accidents can be guided back into
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the main stream of society, able to lead happy and productive lives.
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