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Effect of Driving Experience to the Driver’'s Visual Attention

— Analysis of attended objects through the technique of verbal report —
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As a technique of studying driver’s visual attention, the present uses a method of
verbal report. Primarily through a comparison with the eye camera method, the require-
ment, procedure and characteristics of this technique are explained. Two experiments
are conducted and scores of verbal reports as to attended objects, based on driving
experience, are analyzed.

Major results are as follows. The experienced drivers reported more the objects
important for safe driving than subjects without licence. These are stopping cars in
front, the turn signals of proceeding vehicles, pedestrians and side-lanes etc. Basically,
there were a great deal of confirmational reports of situations and impressions. Subject
without licence were characterized by verbal reports of objects in the close environment
of the automobile, especially pavement markings. They also often commented on
the objects above the road, or on the objects further ahead, which helped their monitor-
ing. Reports of subjects without licence stressed their actual steering and driving opera-
tions.
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