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The Elderly and Transportation in an Aging Japan
— Views and Perspectives —

Yuji OGASAWARA*

Today, the aging society has been developing very rapidly in our country, and it
is likely to reach the stage that 20% of the population will be elderly in the near future.

At this time, it is a very important social problem to set up a traffic environment
where the elderly can function efficiently in society at their own initiative. This will
be the only way they can enjoy the benefits of this densely populated society despite
the reduced mobility inherent in the elderly.

The setting-up of this environment supportive of an active and mobile lifestyle
for the elderly will decrease the necessity of social aging among them and shield them

within the greater society.
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