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Changing Generations in a Society on Wheels

Namiki OKA* Yasuhisa NAGAYAMA** Shigeo SHIOJI***

The motorization of Japan that has proceeded at such a rapid pace is finally beginn-
ing to reach a stage of maturation. There are as many as 40 million holders of driver’s
licences, representing people of all ages. It seems that among these different generations
of drivers there are gaps and variance in terms of such things as attitude, preferences and
behavior. This observation leads us to seriously question some of the traffic policies and
safety education programs which have been executed to date. More than anything it is
necessary to first obtain a better understanding and grasp of these kinds of generational
differences.

We have attempted to define some of the characteristics and features of each of these
generations through dialogue generated in a symposium especially organized to cover this
subject for IATSS review. The effort would be to pass on these findings and make
future generations of drivers aware of some of these specific variations in their approach
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to mobility in the motorized society.
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