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New Tactics and Strategies in Urban Transportation

— a suggestion to the mayor —

Masao T. MIYAZAKI*

In the process of transition to the low growth economy in the 1980’, conflicting
views seem to be emerging between old and new urban strategies.

The government is applying conventional policies for preventing a cooling off in
demand through massive public spending; it is hoped this will serve as a buffer for a soft
landing into the modest growth economy. By far, however, the greatest portion of social
capital spending has been slated for non-urban areas and not much has been done in the
direction of providing such investments in urban areas.

Furthermore with a marked decline in social increase of population in large cities, the
financial pinch of the 1980°s will in all likelihood do much to bring about a reorientation
in the thinking and behavior of big city residents.

With this background it will inevitably be needed, as part of reevaluation process of
cities as places where inhabitants lead pleasant, social lives, to apply new strategies — e.g.
more emphasis on the amenities of local communities effective utilization of existing
facilities and more equitable formulas for sharing expenses involved in shaping better
cities. As for traffic and transportation policies the strategy would be almost the same.
In addition for the implementation of urban transportation policies, innovative tactics,
different from those which worked under high economic growth, will have to be devel-
oped. Although we are presently in a period of incessant trials and errors, the develop-
ment of tactical “humanware” in urban transportation is pressingly needed in order
to draw out the vitality and cooperation of urban residents.
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