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A Preliminary Inquiry Evaluating the Effectiveness of Traffic
Accident Reduction Policies

Masaki KOSHI*

Looking at the trends of traffic accident statistics over the last few years, it becomes
clear that recently the vigor and impetus toward decrease in accidents has rapidly
petered out. It is widely held that in conformity to the law of diminishing returns, the
effectiveness of accident prevention policies and programs have gradually reached the
saturation point.

We have come to the point where we should look for the path toward a rationaliza-
tion of and a way to make more effective future policy measures. This represents a preli-
minary trial inquiry on the estimated most effective application of cost performance,
which is essential for accomplishing rationalization and greater degree of effectiveness
in future measures. It does not necessarily hold true that the policies which served us
well in the past will continue to be effective. Because the introduction of new policies is
necessary, there is no doubt that it will be more than difficult to do this forecasting

work.
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