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The Sciences of Man Look at Traffic and Traffic Safety
J.A. Michon*

Recent developments in road traffic have increased the need for behavioral and social
science into the area of traffic and traffic safety research. Several structural factors seem
to have slowed down the full impact of these sciences, but partly also the lack of a suita-
ble conceptual framework seems to be responsible. In this paper such a framework is
proposed. Man is seen as a problem solver operating at four levels, as (a) road user, (b)
transportation consumer, (c) social agent, (d) psycho-biological organism. Each of these
levels introduces its own problems, some of which are discussed. But, also, there are
some basic methodological issues that are important at all four levels, and that seems to
be necessary conditions for a succesful application of the Sciences of Man to problems of
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Traffic and Traffic Safety.
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