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Contemporary Problems about Driver’s Licence
Masaaki YOSHIDA*

At the end of 1977, about 37 millions of Japanese have driver’s licence. Now, (1)
the purpose of licence examination is changing from the selection of the most abled
professionals to the criteria of eliminating disabled, (2) criterion of aptitude is changing
from (a) motor skill, to (b) personality traits, then to (c) demographic attributes. (3)
Automatization of vehicle mechanisms will cause obliviscence and degradation of driving
habits once acquired. (4) Ineffectiveness of relearning at the renewal of licence may be
attributed to the low incentive value. Penalties should be set at more severe rate.

A survey of individual taxi drivers (who are regarded as the most safe drivers) shows
that (i) personality traites of agrresiveness, nervousness, and rathymia have little concern
with the actual incidence of accidents, and (ii) general physiological or psychological
conditions, e.g., age, fatigue, thinking about other topics than driving, etc., cannot
discriminite between those who met actual accidents and those who met near-miss
(critical incidents) only. These findings collaborate the point (2) cited above.
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