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Role of Visual Perception in Driving
Yasuhisa NAGAYAMA*

The visual perception, undoubtedly, is vital to traffic safety. In this report, however,
the author challenges the idea that traffic safety depends solely on the proper or im-
proper functions of the eyesight. Through an analysis of a rear-end collision, he presents
patterns in which visual perceptual errors occur that are different from malfunctions of
the eyesight and demonstrates that the former bears greater importance than the latter
for traffic safety. The visual perception is not independent by itself; it is related to
people’s judgment, motivation and attitude to a great degree and these factors play
a role in making active information processing, instead of passive information processing,
possible. The author argues that a key to traffic education is active development of the

psychological process that lies between the visual perception and the action.
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