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Transportation vs. Communication —will the balance shift?—
Harold A. LINSTONE®

Transportation and communication have drastically shrunk space-time and have had
an exceedingly strong impact on the individual and the society. Today communica-
tion technology is propelling us into a new era and this piece sketches some of the
effects - - - - - learning at-home via videotaped lectures, electronic funds transfer, remote
conferencing using electronic blackboards (computer-aided conferencing), and decen-
tralization of office operations. The inevitable disbenefits are also sampled - - - - - reduc-
tion in literate and physical contacts, censorship, manipulation of people by govern-
ments and corporations, and elitism. The need for holistic experimentation, risk-taking,
and a safe-fail mode for planning is stressed.
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