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Automobile Society and Women

Keiko HIGUCHI*
Women do not enjoy the advantages of automobilies as much as men. We may say
Firstly, whereas men are ‘part time
With the invasion of cars

that women are more vulnerable to automobiles.
residents’ of the community, women are ‘full time residents’.
into community, good human relationship which used to exist among the neighbours
across the street and in the neighbourhood was lost. Children lost street as their play
ground, and adults lost it as their meeting place. Secondly, women are the victims of
‘traffic war’. They are the people on the home front of the traffic war. 90% of the
children who lost a parent by a traffic accident lost their fathers. Widowed mothers have
to live a long ‘post war period’, but as opportunities for employment and labour condi-
tions for women are so low that living standard of the family usually declines sharply.
Needless to say, automobiles have enlarged the sphere of activities for women and
become a symbol of a ‘happy family’. However, we can not neglect the fact that women
are the victims of ‘automobile society’.
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