268

IATSS review
Vol. 2, No. 4 1976

HEFZCS T 2 2EHHEE
—RYHERELO L EM—

AHFTF— vz Y74 Xpml) iy i) 7

OGN LE R S M SR A R b o MEE D AR LIz
BIEAT) LREDSHDIEMURBEZ L LILWE VWS ZETHD, FIBOLHEY A,
EIROME TR A, FEMITREEENZEH) L RA 22 FICOLBME L0 TH B,
BB, ToRBELETInL ) olHAB) ANEMA L (T > Tai L, LY
LFFICMIEBENFHIZ > T, 29 Thotz, HEMND ANEDHE B2HHPRDDIL,
HERFORNA L HCERRIZL 20 TH ), thi3TEOWBTH S, HFM 2K+
SREEN L 7w 2 2 7 b, BEIFTO L S 48 L3 - 72 J2 PRI B tr A He 2k B3
B0z, INHOEHA~DIEHEBRBEL, Mi-222 5 Th o, FEHLMHEY) ARZITE
Vo BLE A RGE S BRI B S AR B & v s R LIS 24T 5 i,
FELTATZ2FTNED FLTRETLvrH, FICEBEOE CELICHRLATYW S,

Interdisciplinary Coordination in the Social Sciences
needed: validity checks

Muzafer SHERIF*  Carolyn SHERIF **

The thesis of this paper is that any single one of the social “sciences™, psychology
and sociology and the rest, cannot validly develop in scope and depth without cross-
borrowing from each other. The interdisciplinary borrowing is not a matter of choice,
but a necessity towards achieving the needed scope and depth within each discipline. The
physical sciences have been practicing such cross-borrowing in their development with-
out a fuse; so has psychology, especially in the case of sensory processes. It is the
immature ethnocentrism of social disciplines that is responsible for the debate about
cross-borrowing, which is a futile controversy. The failures of cross-disciplinary scientific
projects and enterprises for grappling with urgent practical matters (like juvenile
delinquency) are due to the ill-conceived and incorrect applications of these under-
takings. The major Do’s and Don’ts for the effective application of interdisciplinary
borrowing and cross-validation of realistic hypotheses, and generalizations are presented
in a capsule form in a special section at the end.
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