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The Social System of Traffic Safety (3)
— the behaviour dimension —
Kiyoshi OKADA*

Traffic behaviour is the process by which human beings adapt to changes in environ-
mental conditions in the traffic system. These adjustments can be viewed as responsesto
either natural or traffic conditions. Adaption to what the author terms “normal” natural
conditions requires only changes in vehicle structure. By contrast, the adaptive chal-
lenges posed by adverse traffic or “extraordinary” natural conditions range beyond
structural remedies. Such challenges must be met by behaviour response, either individ-
ual control or regulation by society.

The author believes that it is essential to be understood the tendencies exhibited
by the human response to these environmental changes as classified above, and armed
with this understanding we should seek to achieve safer levels of human traffic behaviour.
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