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Environmental Problems and Public Involvement in Highway Planning
Fumio TAKEDA*

The conflicts that arise from environmental pollution are in an important sense
problems of the distribution and redistribution of individual and social “well-being”.
In decisions on distribution the dimension of subjective judgement looms large. There-
fore, in the assessment of highway construction plans, it is crucial that the subjective
interests of local citizens must be represented. However, an evaluation made on this
basis does not always result in the most socially optimum policy choice. This is particu-
larlly true when the project in question is of regional or national scope. To help meet
the challenges of what socio-economists normally call ‘‘free-ride,” ““freeride-in-reverse,”
and “exaggerated apprehension,” those responsible for highway planning must concern
themselves with a meaningful set of policy options, the establishment of new concepts
of compensation, the question of land-use impact, the surveying of local public opinion
and the involvement of local government in the planning process.
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