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The Relationship between the Play of Children and Safety Education
Kengo ITANI*

The “play” of children has always been recognized as educationally effective in
fostering social skills, the growth of intelligence, and physical development in the young.
These kinds of benefits form the indispensable basis for the development of safety
habits, including traffic safety habits, in children. However, as a society Japan has largely
failed to provide those very conditions which would enable children to acquire the
benefits of play. Based on three last visits to Europe and the United States to observe
conditions or playgrounds for children, I would like to make the following proposals.
First, the positive introduction of instruction concerning safety should begin when the
child becomes involved in play activities. Secondly, there is a definite need to reexamine
the view of child rasing that has predominated past and present thinking in Japan con-

cerning this vital area.
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Log climber (the Hague)
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An Omura Play Heaven
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An Omura Play
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fiir Jugendliche unter 16 Jahren

Zufritt fiir Erwachsene nur in
Begleitung von Kindern

FuBballspielen untersagt

Fiir Unfalle keine Haftung
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Playground entrance sign (Munich)
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