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Safety and the ESV Program
Yoshiro OKAMI

In 1970, the U.S. Department of Transportation (D.0.T.) began the ESV
(Experimental Safety Vehicle) program to meet its own original specifications for a
new safety car. After initiating this program, D.O.T. was able to persuade Japan and
the major automobile-producing countries of Europe to join in this program to develop
a smaller ESV. In this article, I discuss the opinion of D.O.T. in regards to the ESV,
an evaluation centered on the rigor of the ESV’s specifications and then I indicate some
of the problems that have resulted from the ESV as reflected in the comments of the
other participating countries. Furthermore, I emphasize the fact that the human role
(the driver) is as important as technological development in traffic safety. In the conclu-
sion of this article, I take a look at the influence this program has had on automotive
technology and on traffic accident prevention measures.
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Types of accidents and rates of occurence

oW |\ | SEED |SEER (KW B (B 9
4

Table 1

| 31.3% | 59.5% | 8.7% | 68.2% | 0.5%
42 27.8 | 63.7 8.1 |71.8 0.4
43 25.4 | 67.1 7.2 |74.3 0.3
44 24.2 | 68.5 7.0 |75.5 0.3
45 23.7 |68.7 7.4 |[76.1 0.2
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Fig.3 AMHESV (HONDA ESV)
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