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On the Nature and Progress of Interdisciplinary Research

Masaki

KOSHI

The author of this article understands interdisciplinary research to mean joint re-
search by scholars representing several specialized branches of knowledge. In general,
two requirements must be met by any joint research project that plans to be successful.
Both the goal to be pursued and the division of labor within the research group must be
clearly spelled out. Failure to meet these two needs results in what should be called
“multidisciplinary” research, which is nothing more than a group of scholars carrying
out individual research that happens to take place at the same time.

Because the organizational and definitional requirements inherent in the nature of
group research mean that the possibility of realizing actual results tends to be extremely
high, this type of research has solid, practical value for the specialist, In interdisciplinary
research, such a specialist is afforded the opportunity to explore beyond the immediate

pale of his own specialized concern into bordering areas of knowledge. Because both
basic and long term research in any field of knowledge must be addressed within the

confines of individual, specialized research, the exposure to other perspectives and
problems possible in interdisciplinary study takes on added significance. The choice
is not between interdisciplinary research or specialization. Both are essential.
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