IATSS review
Vol. 2, No. 21976

Bl EMIZOWTEL 3
N — e ALY ‘/’*

Al IR % C DM S B, ZTREDHOVL DRIEDWTDAEET 2, i
SEPEOIEIT DV TR S AL, BT TR, SEmEkEr Y ETEE NS, il
PgBE o Lo r Ba L, il 20 s L UEEFE0EREH I L5,
S OEH . EAOHERL LCHREI N TR Z & 280 5T, BRIt
HBREADMECHENICAT 2 2AKkThHd I ELMmMEN 2, BT 2NN
HEohcEBEL O - K- S Th b, IBH LB LE»ICH B H, Tl B L BT
%tEMﬁw%ﬂm*tvﬁT<énﬁ@Lﬁ%i%ﬂ%%uﬁ%%%%mtﬁ(:&m
EEEHEFHEI NS,

Some Reflections on Creativity
Harry HELSON

Creativity has many facets only some of which will be treated in this article. Several
sources of creative ideas are examined and rejected such as the unconscious, the
Zeitgeist, and free association methods. Creativity is regarded as the converse of learning
and the factor of latent learning is stressed as a source of many original ideas. While the
many contributions of many workers, building on what others have done, are recog-
nized, emphasis is on the insight and ability of the genius in the advance of science and
technology. Chief among the methods of scientific creativity are subsumption, analogical
reasoning, and analysis. The role of serendipity is recognized but good luck usually
comes after hard work and perseverance. The importance of following fruitful pre-
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dominating ideas to their final implications is stressed.
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