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Contemporary Transportation Problems Viewed from the Perspective
of Environmental Psychology
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Environmental psychology is a relatively new field, and as a result its contri-
butions to the advance of the traffic sciences are not well known to researchers
in related sciences. However, the interdisciplinary perspective represented by
environmental psychology is vital to understanding the equilibrium that must
exist between man and nature. As all relationships between men are premised
on a broader relationship with our environment, it has been recently claimed
that the goal of environmental psychology should be the development of an
“ethical” framework that would provide responsible guidelines for man in his
transactions with natural, ongoing physical settings. In modern Japanese
thought, one of the most important articulations of this position is contained
in T. Watsuji’s 1933 classic titled Fudo (Climate).

As is well known, the modern system of transportation that exists in Japan
has resulted in large scale abuse of this nation’s natural environment. An
iron-ribbed leviathan is the proper symbol of this system. Historically
speaking, the source of our present difficulties is clear. After the Meiji
Restoration (1868), Japan’s ruling elite sought to facilitate modernization
by a policy of importing Western forms of transportation, means of transpor-
tation developed under very different climatic and geographic conditions. The
technology of modern transportation, has had devastating impact on the envi-
ronment in which the Japanese people live and work. The future of Japan’s
system of transportation seriously needs to be considered along the lines of
interdisciplinary perspective that reflects a concern for our natural surround-
ings and this country’s national character.
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