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The Social System of Traffic Safety (2) —Highway Safety —
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This article explores road safety conditions in reviewing the issues raised
at the damage suit trial that followed the famous Hida River bus accident of
1968. The decision reached in this trial was of immense importance because it
was determined that official responsibility for public road supervision and
maintenance includes force majeure.

This marked a significant increase in the level of responsibility to be
shouldered by public road officials. Therefore, it can be concluded that this
decision has resulted in an upgrading of safety standards on roads maintained
with public funds. With equal justice it can be observed that when the methods
employed in public road supervision are viewed as a social system, such
measures still fall below satisfactory safety standards.
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