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On Traffic Psychology
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It is a historical fact that traffie accident research has been conducted as
one field in industrial psychology. But today with the increased speed, over-
congestion, and mass-nature of our traffic-oriented society, the kind of program
hitherto carried out involving accident research and prevention policies is no
longer satisfactory. Psychology is being called upon to solve new problems
involving the pedestrian, the bicycle, illegal behavior, and the selection of
appropriate means of transportation.

Traffic behavior as a subject for research in traffic psychology differs from
industrial behavior, a fact that greatly reflects the high degree of individual
freedom in making decisions and the special features of an individual's
fundamental psychological structure.

In dealing with the concept of a traffic environment, there must be a change-
over to a social viewpoint that includes not only the physical dimension of

roads and highways, but also a new, more meaningful concept of the environ-
ment, as well as a concern for the human element in its conceptual scheme.
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